[Cardiac involvement in tuberous sclerosis in the first months of life: physiopathologic and clinical aspects of cardiac rhabdomyoma].
Cardiac rhabdomyomas are frequent in association with tuberous sclerosis and they are the first symptoms of Bourneville disease in fetal and neonatal period. Clinical findings of cardiac rhabdomiomas are quite heterogeneous: asymptomatic, cardiac murmur, cardiomegaly, heart failure or arrhythmias. Echocardiography can determine site, dimensions, numbers and haemodynamic consequences of cardiac tumours and their clinical evolution at follow-up. In this study the Authors report clinical findings in 9 cases of cardiac rhabdomyomas in newborn infants: 3 has familiarity for tuberous sclerosis and two of these had prenatal echocardiographic diagnosis; in the other 6 cases diagnosis was casual (1 in fetal period). All patients with prenatal diagnosis were asymptomatic. In other cases 1 had extrasystolic arrhythmias and five had only cardiac murmurs. Echocardiographic follow-up (6 months to 5 years) showed regression of number and dimension of cardiac masses in all cases. In 7 cases cardiac rhabdomiomas were associated with tuberous sclerosis.